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Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury District Chair's Travels 

Taken from Rev Rachel Parkinson Facebook  page on 20th November 2024  

 

St Andrew's with Trinity is a new community within the              
Telford Circuit which combines both Anglican and                        
Methodist congregations in flexible use of both their               
buildings in Shifnal.  I'd been looking forward to my                
invitation to preach and preside, and had already identified 
that it would be Safeguarding Sunday. However the                    
prospect of preaching in a mainly Anglican setting the    
Sunday after the resignation of the Archbishop of                         
Canterbury in the wake of publication of the Makin report 
was not something I'd been expecting. 
 
I've spent many hours prayerfully mulling this week, and  
it's the first time in a long time I've spent the best part of a 
day producing a full sermon script. However it felt as 
though God had given me the right words for the right                 
moment and I had lots of conversations about                               
Safeguarding over coffee, all of which felt good and helpful. 
 
I'll be making the whole sermon script available through the 
District Weekly mailing on Wednesday. However the main 
thrust of the sermon was that safeguarding goes wrong when our instinct to protect the                   
institution, or our or other people's status, or the status quo ends up overcoming the instinct to 
protect people from potential harm. I explored this in relation to today's Gospel reading in Mark, 
when Jesus fails to be as overawed as his disciples by the scale and splendour of the Temple. 
 
It was so good to be involved in thoroughly ecumenical worship this week so soon after the 
21st  anniversary of the Methodist - Anglican covenant. 

On the note of Safeguarding I just wanted to mention that there’s often a bit of resistance to attend safeguarding 

courses but I just wanted to reassure you that they are actually quite enjoyable to attend.  The advanced safe-

guarding courses are normally on a Saturday morning, in one of our local churches, where you get to meet a lovely 

lady, Stephanie Bradley who is an ex-police officer and has lots of interesting stories to tell.   The course isn’t               

difficult. In the main you watch short videos and a discussion follows, you don’t have to speak up if you don’t want 

to, and there’s no writing to do.  You are given a book with all the information that you need in it.  It’s more like 

attending a Coffee Morning with the guest speaker being someone who’s talking about safeguarding.  And once 

you’ve done it, you don’t have to do it again for 4 years.  As you may be aware we don’t have a Circuit Safeguarding 

Officer and are unable to offer foundation safeguarding courses locally at the moment. 

https://www.facebook.com/WolverhamptonandShrewsburyDistrictChair?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWCpPTxMHLQdKKd5Oux_lYSrOC4sFOvazwNGPZ2JxkKsBHTK8xbgUCPiO5k3bRzWizZAGMEeL7OOgdTu1QQwF3GgOjABzKM4ZPA3MKKsRzlrzZ2YbSnAU2RQ6We7jgV7DFmIL0rfQIr_AD_m-wmxwkSZeKncZdDLaknlKmmDDR1EqFeq2D
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Circuit Prayer Space  

Circuit Prayer Space on a Monday morning 
at 8:30am.   

Val Smith is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom 
meeting. 

Topic: Circuit Prayer Meeting  

Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?
pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT0
9 

Meeting ID: 967 1643 4790 

Passcode: 355690 

 

A prayer for creation 

 
 

Through your infinite mercy, O God, may we              
be prevented from destroying your creation. 
With so many ongoing conflicts, Lord, it can                  

sometimes be a challenge for many people to 
believe in your existence. Yet, in spite of                  

centuries of violence and hatred, oppression 
and injustice, all spawned from humankind, it     

is a miracle indeed that the human race can still 
recover, and produce people who can, and do, 
overcome evil with good; hatred with love and 

greed with open-handedness. This, Father 
God, can only be possible by your outpouring         

of grace. Amen. 
 

John Morton, supernumerary presbyter,                    
Kendal Circuit 

Please pray for… 

Please keep Steve Thomas and his family in your prayers as it’s Steve’s 

mum, Jean Thomas’ funeral on Friday 22nd November, 

Please soak these people in prayer. Together we can make a  

difference! 

Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to 
bless our friends who are sick. Give them the strength in body, courage in spirit, and  patience in 
pain. Let them recover their health, so that, restored to the  Christian community, they may joyful-

ly praise Your name, for You live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

Online Bible Study is on a Monday 1.3pm, Monday 7.00 pm and  Wednesday 8.00pm 

Enjoy a lively discussion as we explore the  work of the Holy Spirit in Acts. 

Please contact the Circuit office if you’d like to know more.  If you’re not sure why not give 

it a go?    All are welcome.   

https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96716434790?pwd=RTZZa210Q1ZOWCtLTWk3NHoyWDVlQT09
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers/a-prayer-for-creation/


4 

Yamaha Baby Piano - Free to good home 

 

Please see message below from Iris: 
 
“The Yamaha Baby Grand Piano GC1 model used to be owned 
and played by my husband who passed away last year, the 
dimension is "151cm by 146cm". It was last tuned sometime 
last year before he passed. She's about 2 years old and in                
impeccable condition. 
 
I'm moving my properties to another place and I don't think 
my husband will be happy if I sell this piano, at the same 
time, I am settling for a home with less space, so I'm hoping 
to give it out to someone who is a passionate lover of the      
instrument. I wasn't going to leave it alone in an empty 
house. 
 
The Piano is currently in storage with the movers I employed 
to move my properties from my house. The movers can                  
deliver anywhere. However, the beneficiary has to pay moving costs. In the attachment are the pictures 
of the Piano, I look forward to your reply if you are interested, if not I can contact someone else.” 

If you are interested in the piano please let Sharon know is the Circuit office and she will pass your details 
onto Iris. 
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The Methodist Church's Advent and Christmas campaign for 2024 is called Hush the Noise: Join 
the love song this Christmas. 

"This Christmas we’re inviting everyone to hush the noise. To listen for the love song that the                      
angels bring, this and every year." 

Your starting point for imaginative ideas and contributions (including the recording of a "How to 
get involved" webinar) is here 

Christingle and other Advent 
resources 
Worship Resources:  Advent and Christmas 
Also see StF's One stop shop for Advent 
 
Christingle 
 
All the details you might need to know for preparing a 
Christingle service can be found on the Church of Eng-
land’s Children’s Society website. 
 
A detailed history and explanation of the 
Christingle tradition, including its Moravian origins, has 
been included by freelance writer Liz Hearn on the Time 
Travel-Britain.com website. A further version of the story 
behind the Christingle is included in the Wikipedia article 
on Christingle. 
 
 

There are so many resources to look at… if you looking for fresh ideas 

it’s worth taking a look by clicking on the links below. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/posts/?Worship%20Resources=2110
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/posts/one-stop-shop-for-advent/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-and-events/christingle/planning-your-celebration
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-and-events/christingle/planning-your-celebration
http://www.timetravel-britain.com/articles/christmas/christingles.shtml
http://www.timetravel-britain.com/articles/christmas/christingles.shtml
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Carol Singing in Lawley 
   

Would you like to join us and go carol                   
singing around the streets of Lawley?                

Is so please get in touch with John Parkin              
on john@telfordmeth.org.uk 

 

We have permission to do it on the evening 
of Tuesday 10th December.  

We will do non-invasive carol-singing, so              
no door-knocking or collecting.  

If people come out we would hand out         
flyers for the coffee  mornings.  

If you are interested in joining the carol-
singing please would you let John know                  
by 24th November. If there are enough                     

volunteers John will publish details of the 
meeting point and route shortly after that.  

 

 

   

 

mailto:john@telfordmeth.org.uk
mailto:john@telfordmeth.org.uk
mailto:john@telfordmeth.org.uk
mailto:john@telfordmeth.org.uk
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DAWLEY CHRISTIAN CENTRE 
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10am - 

12 noon 
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PLEASE CONTACT SHARON IN THE OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BUY A TICKET—THANK YOU :)  

 01952 505108  OR EMAIL: sharon@dawleychristiancentre.gmail.com 
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Part-time Circuit  

Safeguarding Officer 

 

The Telford Methodist Circuit is seeking a                 

Safeguarding Officer to support and oversee                 

the Circuit’s Safeguarding Practices. 

We seek someone with the ability to lead                    

and instruct on all aspects around Safeguarding at              

Circuit level. To support churches with their                               

Safeguarding needs. 

Applicants should have experience in                            

Safeguarding within a volunteer or employed                            

environment with a working knowledge of workplace                   

IT systems. 

12 hours per week  

Salary: £7,488 per annum  

 

For Job Description & Person Specification,                         

please contact : 

 circuitsupport@telfordmeth.org.uk 

mailto:circuitsupport@telfordmeth.org.uk
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Albrighton Open Door meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month 7-30 to 9pm. It is a series of informal and interesting 

talks and activities in a friendly social setting.  

  

We are planning our programme for next year and invite anyone in the circuit 
who has an  interesting job or hobby to come and speak at a meeting, for about 
an hour. Open Door is  non-profit making so, the takings from the evenings are 
usually given to a charity of the speakers choosing.  

 

The money will be donated to support the work of the “Blue Dragon                           

Children’s  Foundation”  

[www.bluedragon.org], set up in 2004 and working to eliminate human 

trafficking (especially of children) in Vietnam and to create “A world where 

every child grows up safe and loved; where we are all free from slavery and 

exploitation.” Old friends and new members are very welcome. 

 

On a similar line. 

Is  your church arranging a fundraising evening and would like some entertain-
ment... 

Albric Folk is a (5-7 piece) music group specialising in traditional folk songs, sea 
songs and shanties, mining songs, rural songs, Medieval and Renaissance mu-
sic. We do not charge, but would welcome a cup of tea and a biscuit!  

  

For speaking at Open Door or if you're interested in Albric Folk, please contact, 
Chris  Harrison bch23@btinternet.com. 

I look forward to hearing from you,  

Chris 

mailto:bch23@btinternet.com
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Wellington Methodist Church      

 Are having All Age Drop-in Craft              

Sessions on the second Saturday of 

each month.   

The sessions are FREE and start at                      

10am-11:45am.    

You are welcome to drop in any time.   

Everyone is welcome. 

 

Coffee Morning at Cartway                 
Methodist Church, Bridgnorth 
On the 1st Saturday of each  month                      

between 10am –12 midday there is a  
Coffee Morning at Cartway Methodist 

Church.        

     There's going to be a great raffle,.        

 

All are welcome. 
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Please get in touch if you have      

something to share. 

 

Contact: 

circuitsupport@telfordmeth.org.uk 

or 01952 505108 
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Church Activities taking place in  

Albrighton Methodist Church on a regular basis: 

 

Monday (2nd and 4th Monday of the month) Coffee and T4U 10-12 ( A           

quiet coffee  morning for people who want a bit of time out it's FREE!)  

 

Open Door  -  First Tuesday of the Month  -  7.30-9pm.  The evening has a variety of                        

speakers ranging from singing, talks about wildlife, travel logs, health related talks.....£2 

 

Weekly, Thursday cafe 10-12  

 

Friday (2nd and 4th Friday of the month) Sing a long                             

2-3.30pm (For anyone who likes to sing 'old time'                            

songs or from the  musicals. £2) 

  

Saturday morning 1st Saturday in the month 10-12. with bric-a-brac and bookstall.  

 

NEW!!!!  Board Games  

 

Come and join the fun!  

The last Saturday of each month  

10am-12noon.  This is for all ages.  

£2 per adult,  £5 per family.  

You are welcome to bring your own game.  

 

  
We have a Quiet Corner open for prayer/quiet reflection 

when there are church  run events, located  in the      
Meeting Room. Gill is available for anyone who wants                 

to chat on a Thursday morning and has planned a 'Food           
for thought' time for a short while after  

All are welcome  


